D4 o Saturday, November 7, 2009

Continued from page D1

IMAGING

looked like a hole in an enormous, flat-panel
television sitting in a surgery suite. The
round hole was an incision Foley made from
acadaver’s abdomen to its spine. The
incision on the screen was shot from above
the cadaver with a high-powered
microscope that Foley looked into as he
worked.

“What'll pop up on the screen will look
pretty blurry until you put on a pair of our
fancy-schmancy shades,” he said as he
prepped for a spine fusion trial. “They’rea
more sophisticated version of the old red-
and-blue-lens glasses.”

The TrueVision glasses basically shuffled
together two images of the incision to one.
That image on the screen looked like you
could reach inside it.

“There’s a graveyard of medical 3-D
companies who tried to bring 3-D into the
operating room,” said TrueVision field
application specialist Jeff Abel. “The
biggest knock was that you couldn’t getitin
real time and here we’re seeing exactly what

(Foley) is seeing as he does it.”

The systems are sold for about $100,000-
$150,000, according to Cal Newsom, who
sells them for Flanagan Instruments Inc.,
the sole distributor of the TrueVision
system in Tennessee. Newsom also notes
that Foley’s system is the only one like it in
Tennessee,

“It’s a nice, whiz-bang device but not
every hospital will be able to buy it,”
Newsom said. “But it is the future of
surgical microscopy.”

Foley said the system makes surgery
easier in the operating room as assistants
can watch a big screen. Also, the digital
images can be recorded and re-watched all
over the world. It can also, he said, be used
as a mapping device for tailoring
procedures before an operation. But the
biggest advantage now, is in education, he
said.

“2-D displays are adequate but they don’t
convey the subtleties of the techniques we
perform,” Foley said. “So, to be able to
show students what we’re doing in the
same way the surgeon sees it isan
incredible step up in the quality of teaching
and presentation.”



